An act relating to the county ethics commission for certain counties. by Texas. Legislature. House of Representatives.
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relating to the county ethics commission for certain counties. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS: 
SECTION 1. Section 161.057, Local Government Code, is 
amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (a-1) to 
read as follows: 
(a) Members of the commission serve terms of two years~ 
Members appointed as provided by Section 161.055(a)(1) serve terms 
beginning on February 1 of each odd-numbered year. Members 
 appointed as provided by Section 161.055(a)(2) serve terms 
beginning on February 1 of each even-numbered year. 
(a-1) To replace or reappoint the commission members 
appointed as provided by Section 161.055(a)(2) whose terms expire 
on January 31, 2013, the commissioners court shall appoint 
commission members as provided by Section 161.055(a)(2) for 
one-year terms to begin on February 1, 2013. Thereafter, members 
appointed as provided by Section 161. 055 (a) (2) shall serve two-year 
terms. To the extent of a conflict between this subsection and 
Subsection (a), this subsection controls. This subsection expires 
September 1, 2014. 
SECTION 2. Section 161.0591, Local Government Code, is 
amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (c) to 
read as follows: 






























H.B. No. 2002 
members by a majority vote of the commission members. The chair 
serves a term of [al:'ee!"Ra'ees e·le!"y] six months [se'eueeR lIIellllae!"s 
~~eiR~ei aRae. Se6~ieR lil.Q§§(a)(l) aRa memeers ap,eiReea aRael 
Seetiea 181.988(3) (;~) aRa rata1:ee S9 tHat eaaR Jesi~ieR 9ft tae 
eeERIRiseieR sel';tee as BRait, as felle r.1B I 
[(1) tae retatieR af memBers a"eiatea sRaer Seeties 
181,988(3) (1) se~iRs '.,itR tRe iReIHer ~JteiR'&ea s!J' tRe 6e\lR~!t· j\iEi~e, 
felle\1ea sy taB .emeal's atllleiRteEi ]a!!' tRe eeaRt:t' e9lMlissieaers ift 
arael' af preeiR81: HYMel', aRa 
[(~) tRe retatiea af memBers a"eiRtea aRaer Seetiea 
HiLQ§§ (a) (il) SeIJ:i:RS u:i:'eR 'eRe lIIellllae!" atllle:i:R'eea \iRan SeeHeR 
181,9§9(a) (;~) (A) I feller.lea sy 1:ae meNers appeiRtea aRSel' SeetieRS 
HiLQ§§ (a) (il) (lj)>> (S)>> (Q)>> aRa (E) iR 'eRa'e nae!"]. 
(c) A commission member may decline to serve as chair. 
SECTION 3. Sections 161.104(a) and (c), Local Government 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) Not later than the 30th [~] day after the date a 
person is appointed to the commission, the person must complete 
training on the following matters: 
(1) the legislation that created the commission; 
(2 ) the role and functions of the commission; and 
(3 ) the requirements of: 
(A) the open meetings law, Chapter 551, 
Government Code; 
(B) the public information law, Chapter 552, 
Government Code; and 
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H.B. No. 2002 
including conflict-of-interest laws. 
(c) A person who is appointed to and qualif ies for off ice as 
a member of the commission may not vote, deliberate, or be counted 
as a member in attendance at a meeting of the commission after the 
30th day after the date the person is appointed to the commission 
unless [~R~i1) the person has completed [e9~le~es) a training 
program as required by Subsection (a) [~aa~ 99R1f11ies l1Ha ~ais 
see~i9R). 
SECTION 4. Section 161.105, Local Government Code, is 
amended by amending Subsection (a) and adding Subsection (e) to 
read as follows: 
(a) The commission and commission staff shall make 
available [flI9¥iae) periodic training for persons covered by the 
ethics code adopted by the commission [9R a~ 1eas~ a ltI:iaI~eI1y 
Jaasis]. 
(e) A person covered by the ethics code or a lobbyist or 
vendor required by this section to complete training must complete 
the training as determined by the commission. 
SECTION 5. Section 161.1551(d), Local Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(d) A commission member serves on the standing preliminary 
review committee for six months. After the end of a commission 
member term on the standing preliminary review committee, service 
on the committee rotates so that each position on the commission 
serves on the committee, beginning [as jlI9¥iaea Jay See~i9R 18109991 
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H.B. No. 2002 
chosen under Subsection (c) and succeeded by the next member on the 
list as described below: 
(1) for the rotation of members appointed under 
Section 161. 055 (a) (1), the order of service is the member appointed 
by the county judge, followed by the members appointed by the county 
commissioners in order of precinct number; and 
(2) for the rotation of members appointed under 
Section l61.055(a)(2), the order of service is the order listed by 
that section. 
SECTION 6. Sections 161.156(b), (c), (d), and (e), Local 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(b) Not later than the 14th [19ta SQSiRess] day after the 
date a complaint is filed, the standing preliminary review 
committee shall send written notice to the complainant and the 
respondent. The notice must state whether the complaint complies 
with the form requirements of Section 161.155 and include the 
information required by Section 161.158(c). 
(c) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that the complaint does not comply with the form requirements, the 
committee shall send the complaint to the complainant with the 
written notice, a statement explaining how the complaint fails to 
comply, and a copy of the rules for filing sworn complaints. The 
complainant may resubmit the complaint not later than the 14th 
[;nst] day after the date the notice under Subsection (b) is 
mailed. If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that the complaint is not resubmitted within the 14-day [dl say] 






























H.B. No. 2002 
(1) dismiss the complaint; and 
(2) not later than the 14th [lQtA SQSiAess] day after 
the date of the dismissal, send written notice to the complainant 
and the respondent of the dismissal and the grounds for dismissal. 
(d) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that a complaint is resubmitted under Subsection (c) within the 
14-day [011 say] period but is not in proper form, the committee 
shall send the notice required under Subsection (c), and the 
complainant may resubmit the complaint under that subsection. 
(e) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that a complaint returned to the complainant under Subsection (c) 
or (d) is resubmitted within the 14-day [111 Eiay] period and that the 
complaint complies with the form requirements, the committee shall 
send the written notice under Subsection (b). 
SECTION 7. Sections 161.157(a) and (b), Local Government 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) A county public servant ['rAe eSQAty] may not suspend or 
terminate the employment of or take other adverse action against a 
county employee who in good faith files a complaint or otherwise 
reports to the commission, commission staff, or another law 
enforcement authority a violation of the ethics code by a person 
subj ect to the ethics code. 
(b) A county public servant ['rae 89QAty] may not suspend or 
terminate the employment of or take other adverse action against a 
county employee who in good faith participates in the complaint 
processing, preliminary review, hear ing, or any other aspect of the 






























H.B. No. 2002 
violation of the ethics code by a person subject to the ethics code. 
SECTION 8. Section 161.158(d), Local Government Code, is 
amended tor ead as follows: 
(d) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that the commission does not have jurisdiction over the violation 
alleged in the complaint, the committee shall: 
(1) dismiss the complaint; and 
(2) not later than the 14th [lQtR B~siRess] day after 
the date of the dismissal, send to the complainant and the 
respondent written notice of the dismissal and the grounds for the 
dismissal. 
SECTION 9. Sections 161.159(a) and (b), Local Government 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) If the alleged violation is a Category One violation: 
(1) the respondent must respond to the notice required 
by Section 161.156(b) not later than the 14th [lQtR B~siRess] day 
after the date the respondent receives the notice; and 
(2) if the matter is not resolved by agreement between 
the standing preliminary review committee [SSRlRlisSieR] and the 
respondent before the 30th [B~siRess] day after the date the 
respondent receives the notice under Section 161.156(b), the 
[staRaiREj IIl'eliHliRal'Y l'e'J'ie',,] committee shall set the matter for a 
preliminary review hearing to be held at the next committee meeting 
[fer uBieA Retiee Bas Ret ~'et seeR ,Bstee] . 
(b) If the alleged violation is a Category Two violation: 
(1) the respondent must respond to the notice required 
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after the date the respondent receives the notice under Section 
161.156(b); and 
(2) if the matter is not resolved by agreement between 
the standing preliminary review committee [ee_issieR] and the 
respondent before the 30th [7§ta s~siRess] day after the date the 
respondent receives the notice under Section 161.156 (b), the 
[staRsiRIj IIzeliHliRazy ze... ie·,,] committee shall set the matter for a 
preliminary review hearing to be held at the next committee meeting 
[fel' '.....alaa Retiee Ras RBe yet seeR peseeEi] . 
SECTION 10. Sections 161.163(b), (c), and (d), Local 
Government Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(b) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that there is credible evidence for the committee to determine that 
a violation has occurred, the committee shall resolve and settle 
the complaint to the extent possible. If the committee 
successfully resolves and settles the complaint, not later than the 
14th [lQta s~siRess] day after the date of the final resolution of 
the complaint, the committee shall send to the complainant and the 
respondent a copy of the order stating the committee I s 
determination and wr itten notice of the resolution and the terms of 
the resolution. If the committee is unsuccessful in resolving and 
settling the complaint, the committee shall: 
(1) order a formal hearing to be held in accordance 
with Sections 161.164-161.167; and 
(2) not later than the 14th [lQta s~siRess] day after 
the date of the order, send to the complainant and the respondent: 
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(B) written notice of the date, time, and place 
of the formal hear ing; 
(C) a statement of the nature of the alleged 
violation; 
(0) a description of the evidence of the alleged 
violation; 
(E) a copy of the complaint; 
(F) a copy of the commission's· rules of 
procedure; and 
(G) a statement of the rights of the respondent. 
(c) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that there is credible evidence for the committee to determine that 
a violation within the jurisdiction of the commission has not 
occurred, the committee shall: 
(1) dismiss the complaint; and 
(2) not later than the 10th [fifts JalisiBess] day after 
the date of the dismissal, send to the complainant and the 
respondent a copy of the order stating the committee's 
determination and writt.en notice of the dismissal and the grounds 
for dismissal. 
(d) If the standing preliminary review committee determines 
that there is insufficient credible evidence for the committee to 
determine that a violation within the jurisdiction of the 
commission has occurred, the commission may dismiss the complaint 
or order a formal hearing under Sections 161.164-161.167. Not 
later than the 10th [fifts JalisiBess] day after the date of the 



















































H.B. No. 2002 
shall send to the complainant and the respondent a copy of the 
decision stating the committee's determination and written notice 
of the grounds for the determination. 
SECTION 11. Section 161.166(a), Local Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(a) Not later than the 10th [fihR SYSiRess] day before the 
date of a scheduled formal hearing or on the granting of a motion 
for discovery by the respondent, the commission shall provide to 
the respondent: 
(1) a list of proposed witnesses to be called at the 
hearing; 
(2) copies of all documents expected to be introduced 
as exhibits at the hearing; and 
(3) a brief statement as to the nature of the testimony 
expected to be given by each witness to be called at the hear ing. 
SECTION 12. Sections 161.167(a) and (c), Local Government 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) At the conclusion of the formal hearing or not [~] 
later than the 40th [~9=1;R SYSiRess] day after the date of the formal 
hearing, the commission may [sRall] convene a meeting and by motion 
shall issue: 
(1) a final decision stating the resolution of the 
formal hearing; and 
(2) a written report stating the commission's findings 
of fact, conclusions of law, and recommendation of imposition of a 
civil penalty, if any. 





























H.B. No. 2002 
date the commission issues the final decision and written report, 
the commission shall: 
(1) send a copy of the decision and report to the 
complainant and to the respondent; and 
(2) make a copy of the decision and report available to 
the public during reasonable business hours. 
SECTION 13. Sections 161.168(d) and (e), Local Government 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(d) The commission shall resolve a complaint within three 
[~] months of its receipt unless it makes a determination that 
additional time is required to resolve the matter. On a 
determination that additional time is required, the commission may 
extend the investigation in three-month increments. Each 
extension requires separate approval by the commission. 
(e) If the commission does not resolve the matter within 
three [~] months or within an author ized extension, the complaint 
shall be deemed to have been dismissed without prejudice. 
SECTION 14. Section l61.172(b), Local Government Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 
(b) Chapter 551, Government Code, does not apply to the 
processing, preliminary review, preliminary review hearing, or 
resolution of a sworn complaint, but does apply to the conduct of a 
formal hear ing [aelEl] under Sections 161.164-161.167. Chapter 551, 
Government Code, does not apply to the deliberation by the 
commission regarding a contested complaint following the 
conclusion of a formal hearing, but does apply to the meeting at 



























H.B. No. 2002 
of the final hearing. 
SECTION 15. Sections 161.173(a) and (b), Local Government 
Code, are amended to read as follows: 
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), (c), or (m), 
proceedings at a preliminary review hearing performed by the 
standing preliminary review committee [eemmissieRj, a sworn 
complaint, and documents and any additional evidence relating to 
the processing, preliminary review, preliminary review hearing, or 
resolution of a sworn complaint are confidential and may not be 
disclosed unless entered into the record of a formal hearing or a 
judicial proceeding, except that a document or statement that was 
previously public information remains public information. 
(b) An order issued by the standing preliminary review 
committee [eemmissieRj after the completion of a preliminary review 
or hearing determining that a violation other than a technical or de 
minimis violation has occurred is not confidentiaL 
SECTION 16. The change in law made by this Act to Section 
161.057, Local Government Code, applies only to the term of a member 
of a county ethics commission appointed on or after the effective 
date of this Act. The term of a member appointed before the 
effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect when the 
member was appointed, and the former law is continued in effect for 
that purpose. 
SECTION 17. This Act takes effect September 1, 2011. 
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House 
I cert ify that H. B. No. 2002 was passed by the House on Apr il 
26, 2011, by the following vote: Yeas 148, Nays 0, 2 present, not 
voting. 
Chief Clerk of the 
I certify that H.B. No. 2002 was passed by the Senate on May 
13, 2011, by the following vote: 
Secretary the Senate 
APPROVED: 
Date 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 




t.t!tary of State 
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